
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

19 July 2021 

Dear Parents 

 

We have had a very successful Second School Term, despite the fact that schools closed a week earlier. The 

past eighteen months have seen life as we know it, irreversibly changed, and it is evident that  Educational 

institutions continues to endure the challenges brought on by the pandemic with great determination and  

tenacity. I want to give you the assurance that the Get Ahead staff remains optimistic in the face of adversity 

and we are fully committed to provide your child an excellent education.  

 

I am happy to report on this term’s highlights and activities. 

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT 

Professional Development remains a top priority at Get Ahead in order to keep up to date and current with 

the best practices in order to deliver quality education to our learners.  

Our teachers have attended the following training workshops and courses: 

 

 We have arranged meetings with the Department of Education’s Grade 4- 7 Subject advisors to 

clarify certain changes in the curriculum and to assist with the formulation of intervention plans that 

are subject specific. We have also drawn up subject improvement plans in which we outline action 

plans. 

 The cross campuses teaching in Creative Arts for grade 7 and 8 started this term and is going well.  

 POPIA  

 SASAMS 

 Barriers to learning 

 The use of Technology in the classroom 

 We are taking an active role in the QEF Maths Collaboration group and will be setting common 

Mathematics assessments for grade 7 learners as from Term 2. We are currently discussing the 

option to do the same for grade 6 learners. 

 

 LEARNER DEVELOPMENT 

 Cyberbullying- Sergeant Adams, our Community Policing Officer, presented a workshop to the 

Grade 7 learners. 

 The School Counsellor, Ms Hintsa, offered valuable teachings to each grade in the Intersen Phase on 

Cyberbullying. She explained to them what it is and who to report to if you are a victim of any form 

of bullying. 

 Fire Drill. All learners participated in two fire drills. We are very grateful to Ms Tomson from the 

Fire Brigade who assisted us with the implementation of the fire drill. She also presented a very 

informative and important talk on safety and educated us on how to be prepared in case of a fire and 

what to do when there is a fire. 

 The Slipper and Hot Chocolate day was very successful and gave our learners the opportunity to 

have a bit of fun at school, despite all the Covid regulations. 

 Our Foundation Phase teachers hosted a highly successful and enjoyable STEAM fun day. The 

learners all got dressed up. Grade R learners as “Mommy and Daddy”, Grade 1 learners as their  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 favourite letter land character, Grade 2 learners as animals and Grade 3 learners as insects. The 

teachers prepared various games and activities for the learners and they truly had an amazing time. 

 The members of the learner counsel takes turns to do the daily devotions over the intercom system 

for the school. We have found that this really settles everyone and that it is a wonderful way to start 

the school day.  

 Some of our grade 7 students were invited to attend a 5-week online class held by our Canadian 

friends. The theme was “Using STEAM to help others” The 5 areas of STEAM was focused on per 

lesson and the students learnt a lot about future thinking. It was a fantastic experience. 

 

GROUNDS AND BUILDINGS  
I am very grateful to Mr Jordaan and his staff who has made a huge effort to see to the much needed 

maintenance and upgrading of our school campus and buildings.   

The following projects were completed this term:  

 

 The Grade R boy’s bathroom was repainted and re-floored.  

 The Computer lab was upgraded to ensure full functionality for the Coding and Robotics lessons  

 The Primary school campus was re-fenced with BetaFence. The installation of this new fence will 

not only strengthen the security of the school but also improve the aesthetics. 

 All classrooms were fitted with Bluetooth transmitters to make wireless connections possible. 

 

STAFF NEWS 

Congratulations to Mrs Adams who gave birth to a beautiful baby boy. We are very fortunate to have Ms 

Strydom substituting for Mrs Adams. 

 

It is with a sad heart that we had to bid farewell to three of the GAP staff Ms Kizza, Ms Burmeister and Ms 

Nomavuka. They were valuable members of the Get Ahead staff and will be missed; we wish them every 

success with their future endeavors. 

 

We welcomed Mr Jordaan in June; he is the new Campus Manager and has already made a big impact on the 

maintenance and beautifying of our campus. Ms Mbewu joined us in June as the Grade 6 and Grade 7 

Mathematics teacher.  Ms Littleford was appointed as the Grade 6 and Grade 7 English teacher and  

Ms Blignaut was appointed in the Grade 3 post; these ladies will assume duty in term 3. We look forward to 

the wealth of experience that they will bring to our learners and the school. 

 

Our heartfelt condolences go out to Mrs De Villiers and her family on the passing of her father. We continue 

to pray that God will hold them up and give them strength to get through this very difficult time in their 

lives. 

 

ACADEMICS 

We are delighted to share that the Leacock Foundation has sponsored a full set of Duzi Bugs English readers 

for the Foundation Phase. A total of ± 3700 books. These books are based on sound phonic principles and 

are geared towards helping children advance through their required reading levels confidently. There are 4 

colour levels to work through and 8 books in each level. Each level also has detailed supporting material 

which includes worksheets, ideas for art, games and flashcards to support learning and teaching. For the 

Teachers there is a Guide for each level and a CD of printables including Word Assessments and songs and  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

rhymes. The Yellow level books are suitable to use for remedial reading practice in Grade 4. We are 

delighted to report that the books were delivered to GAP on Sunday the 23rd of May 2021. 

 

Our learners have worked well and have settled down into their respective grades, however there is always 

room for improvement. We urge you to assist us with homework and to encourage your child to do his or 

her best EVERY DAY. Homework is an extension of the work that was done in class, and has a very 

important role in consolidating the work being done.    

 

It is important to remember that marks are carried through the whole year and therefore one bad term can 

have a serious impact on the end of year results. 

 

SCHOOL FEES 

Banking details: 

Get Ahead Project Queenstown 

Standard Bank 

Branch Code 05112051 

Cheque Account 

Account number 082 664 188 

Reference:  Account number (found on the statements) 
  

UNIFORM 

The second and third term are our winter terms. Uniforms can be purchased from the Perfume Den, 6 

Robison Road, Queenstown. The uniform requirements are as follows: 

GIRLS      BOYS 
White, long sleeve shirt    White long sleeve shirt 

Royal blue school tie     Royal blue school tie 

Red tunic      Grey long pants 

Black stockings     Grey long socks 

Black school shoes     Black school shoes 

School jersey      School jersey 

Name badge      Name badge 

 

Tracksuits may be worn to school.  The white long sleeved school shirt and school tie is to be worn with the 

tracksuit. Pre-School children wear the school tracksuit to school in winter.   

 

CORONAVIRUS 
We continue to be vigilant and to observe all Covid-19 protocols. I want to assure you that the safety and 

wellbeing of our learners at GAP remains our first priority. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR TERM THREE 

 Monday 26 July : School re-opens 

 Wednesday 28 July: Parent Interviews, by appointment only 

 Monday 9 August: National Women’s Day 

 Wednesday 1 September : Spring Day Civvies 

 Monday 6 September – Friday 17 September: Intersen Phase Assessment Series 

 Thursday 23 September: School Photographs 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Friday 24 September: Heritage Day 

 Thursday 30 September: School closes 

 

I am encouraged by the support from all our stakeholders. It is the great backing from you as parents that 

sustain and bind us during these difficult times. May we continue to be determined and united in our pursuit 

to overcome challenges and to seek only the best for our children. We look forward to the third term. 

 

Nkosi Sikelel' iAfrika, Morena boloka sechaba sa heso, God Bless Africa.   

 

Sincerely 

 

 
MRS A PIETERSE  

OPERATIONAL HEAD 


